HHS4M Individuals and Families in a Diverse Society

Research Project—Annotated Bibliography

Purpose:

	Now that you have chosen a topic and have an idea of where you will take it, the real work begins………when looking for information on your topic, keep in mind that you need to focus on the idea of asking people questions about the knowledge you are finding.  The more statistics and hard data you can find the better.

 A Word About Source Quality…

	Always remember that you need good, reliable and believable sources of information so you can be confident it is correct.  You need many sources so that if they agree about something, we can be confident it is correct information.  How can you tell if information is reliable?  Well, who is the author; do they have credentials or a title that would imply that they know their stuff?  Is the overall resource reliable (for instance, Time or Maclean’s magazines are much better sources than the National Enquirer or Cosmo).  Also, a source with a clearly stated author is likely better than one where the source of the information is unknown. This is especially true of websites.  Try to find one that comes from a reliable organization, like Canadian Home Economics Association for example.  You also want a source of information that thoroughly covers your topic (like a whole chapter of a book, or some tables and graphs of statistics).

Instructions:

· You are expected to locate 5 sources of information that relate to your chosen topic
· You need to provide reliable sources and justify this in your annotation.
· Look for recent sources.  Strive to find sources that are no more than 6 years old.
· Focus on finding Canadian information (unless you are discussing an issue in another country, where perhaps some Canadian stats will be used for comparison)
· You will type your annotations into the NOTES section of your bookmark on delicious.com and tag each source (each MUST have the tag hhs_research plus two other tags of your choice)….see the samples below and on Ms. Burke’s delicious account (JennyBurke)
· You will use two “headings”;  ANNOTATION (why is this source good?) and INFORMATION (dot jots in your own words)










Examples of  Annotations (so you know what it’s supposed to look like!!!)

	Burke, J. (2001).  Life at the Ridge in your first year here; A guide to surviving a new environment. Burke Brothers Publishing Inc.

ANNOTATION

    This source was written by Jennifer Burke who has a Master’s Degree in education and who worked at the Ridge for 10 years.  Because of these two facts, we can assume that she understands the Ridge and can analyze her experience effectively.   The book also cites research from professionals such as PhDs and MDs from professional journals such as Family Therapy and others.  This proves that the statistics are reliable.  The book was written only a few years ago and is current.  The book does a good job of covering my topic.  There are two chapters devoted to it.

INFORMATION

· 75% of teachers new to the Ridge felt their orientation meetings were very helpful
· the Ridge has a full year program to help new teachers get used to their unique environment
· only 10% of new teachers felt their experience could have been better
· other schools don’t have programs that are anywhere near as 
thorough

ANNOTATION

Smith, I.  (2005, July 15).  Dealing with Diabetes.  Time, 35, 43-46.

This source is written by journalist Ian Smith.  Although Mr. Smith’s credentials are not given, the article is written in Time, which is a very credible magazine.  As well, there are many statistics in the article, and they are all from well known sources such as Heath Canada and Statistics Canada.  The article also refers to a study done at McMaster University.  There are also quotes from scientists and experts throughout the article.

INFORMATION

· 23% of people with Diabetes can manage the situation with a better diet
· each year, 2 billion dollars is spent treating Diabetes patients in Canada
· many people require insulin every day because of Diabetes
· the most common causes of Diabetes are genetics, or being overweight



Helpful Hints for Finding Good Sources!

-you are looking for RELIABLE, CURRENT, CANADIAN information!!

Newspapers
____________Spectator			________Record			_______Beaver

____________Star				________Post			________Standard

____________Times			________Expositor			_________Gazette
	
____________Globe and Mail		_________Standard          		 __________Sun		

These are all newspaper words  i.e. Hamilton Spectator, St. Catherines Standard, etc. , so when you’re in Ebscohost, this is now you tell if it’s a newspaper article

Suggested Magazines

MacLean’s	Canadian Living	Chatelaine	Time Canada     Canadian Social Trends      Child


Websites and organizations

Statistics Canada			Health Canada				Canadian Social Trends	

World Health Organization		UNICEF					Halton Public Health

OFSHEEA				Vanier Institute of the Family			Peel Public Health

Government of Canada		Government of Ontario			cbc.ca
			

Mr. Samsa has put a list of links together on the library website.  



Evaluation

	Category
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4
	Mark

	Knowledge
-amount of information found
	-very little information found
-fewer notes than expected
-some is just titles, topics, not actual information
	-some information found
-for example, some sources have three points, but some only one or two
	-most of the needed information is included
-perhaps a couple of points are topics, but otherwise good
	-more than enough information included
-is all detailed information and actual facts
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	Thinking/ Inquiry
-sources are appropriate for research paper
	-sources are mostly inappropriate for this paper
-i.e. not reliable, not credible, too old
	-some sources are solid, some questionable
-i.e. 4 great sources, 2 not as good, 1 poor
	-most sources are credible, but perhaps a couple are not solid sources
	-all sources are recent and credible
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	Thinking/ Inquiry
-adequate annotations
	-student does not do a thorough job of justifying why sources are adequate
-some annotations may be missing
	-student has attempted annotations
-some are done correctly, but there are some errors
-i.e. they are too short
	-most annotations are adequate
	-annotations clearly justify why each source is worthy of being used for this assignment
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	Communication
-spelling and grammar
	-many errors
-i.e 3 per page
	-some errors
-i.e. 2 per page
	-few errors
-i.e. 1 per page
	-few, if any, errors
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