Components of a Map


Although there are some rare exceptions, the general guidelines listed below should be present on almost every map you create in this course.  Maps will be marked on how well the following components are completed on your maps, as well as neatness and on how well the map conveys information.

1. DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

· in a few words, accurately state the topic of the map

· the words for the title can often be found in the assignment question



i.e. Create a map of Burlington showing its urban land-use.



(Good Title:  Urban Land Use in Burlington 



(Bad example:  Map of Burlington

2. BORDER (a.k.a. neatline)

· should be seen on all 4 sides of the map

· should be made with a ruler if using a straight line

3. SCALE

3 types of scale:

a) Line Scale

· must be accurate

· show units

· drawn with a ruler

b) Descriptive Scale

· uses words

· starts with a 1

· includes units

(1 cm represents 600 km

(1 cm = 600 km

(600 km represents 1 cm

(3 cm represents 1800 km

c) Ratio (or Fraction)

· first number or numerator must be a 1

· no units because it is assumed that the units are the same for both numbers in the scale
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4. NAME & DATE

· place in the bottom corner(s) of a map

· do not include the day with the date

· print neatly

5. LEGEND

· have a border around the legend that has been drawn with a ruler

· include symbols and unlabelled shaded areas

6. NORTH ARROW (or longitude and latitude)

· make sure that the arrow is pointing north is north is not at the top of the page

· arrow should be drawn with a ruler and at least have the letter N
LABELLING A MAP

Label places on a map in the following order using the following methods.

1st  POINTS

· label horizontally

· have the place name either begin or end at the point

· if there is not enough room to label beside the point, use an arrow and label horizontally
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2nd LINES

· lines include borders, streets and rivers

· label along the line


3rd Areas

· label horizontally

· abreviations may be needed
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