Information and Privacy Issues

1. Read the report from the Government of Canada’s Privacy Commissioner at http://www.privcom.gc.ca/information/ar/02_04_10_e.asp.

Read the Introduction section and answer the following questions:

a) What is the purpose of the Privacy Act?

2. Read the section on “Not limiting collection to what is necessary” in the Systemic Problems section.

When is it appropriate and inappropriate to collect a person’s Social Insurance Number? 

3. Read and summarize the section on Inappropriate Monitoring of Employees’ e-mail Accounts.

Under what circumstances are employers allowed to read federal employee’s e-mail?  When are they not allowed to read it?

4. Go to the Inter Mifica webpage http://www.hismercy.ca/content/church_docs/vatican2/v2commun.html
which was written in 1963.  Read the following sections in Chapter 1:

Sections 5, 10, 11, and 12.

For each section, state whether or not it is still relevant today, and how would this relate to the use of data in the Information Age?

