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· "Hot Potatoes" is a suite of activity-making programs from the University of Victoria. It is a powerful and easy way to make interactive quizzes or activities of the following varieties:

a)
Multiple Choice: JBC 

Where it is possible to provide feedback to every selection, whether right or wrong. It is possible to provide more than one correct answer per question.
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b)
Short Answer: JQuiz

The user has the ability to type short questions, which should match one of a variety of answers that you provide. Your answers may come with hints to the user.

c)
Jumbled Sentence: JMix

May be used to provide words that must be arranged in a particular pattern to form a correct answer. Allows for incremental determination of the answer by leaving correctly ordered words alone, and removing incorrectly ordered words. 

d)
Crossword Puzzles: JCross

Provides crossword hints for across and down words. Will clear incorrect answers but leave correct answers when the user presses a button.

e)
Match the Columns: JMatch

Provides the ability to have a right and left column where matching can be done either by drag and drop or by picking potential answers from a list.

f) Fill in the Blanks: JCloze

It is possible to type paragraphs or sentences and remove words, all while providing clues to the missing words. Users may type the missing words for points. Incorrect words are removed, but correct answers remain as the score on the quiz decrements with each attempt.

· Who Uses Hot Potatoes ? 

Hot Potatoes is not a toy. To see some Hot Potatoes quizzes created by professionals in action, visit:

http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/hotpot/sites6.htm
· How Do You Install Hot Potatoes ?

In the Q:\Hot Potatoes folder you will find

Setup_hotpot_6225.exe – just double click on it to install the program.

Registration Key.txt – My registration key as mentioned below.

HotPotatoes PD Day.doc (this document)

· Can I get Hot Potatoes off the Internet ?

Yes, visit http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/hotpot/ . You can find all Windows versions of Hot Potatoes there. Please register for free to acquire your registration key.

Or, you can use my key…

User name: Alan Payne

Key: XANZ-CSTV-RFRH

After installing Hot Potatoes, you should enter your registration key in the Help Menu in the upper right corner of the screen.

· Do You Need a Quiz Hosting Service ?

Absolutely not. You are able to save and administer the quizzes using the following methods:

a) Just put the quiz on the Q drive. Tell the students which folder to look at in the Q drive, and the quiz will run flawlessly with a web browser. Students may access the quiz only from within the school. Or, save and run the file from your USB stick or any storage media that you have if you are presenting in front of the class.

b) Just drag the quiz to your chatt homepage folder. Students may then access the quiz over the web. 

For example, if I put a quiz in my chatt homepage folder, students could type
http://chatt.hdsb.ca/~paynea/ to see my quiz from anywhere in the world.

The disadvantage of the above methods is that students may close the browser and begin the quiz again.

In such situations, it may be better just to provide the quiz as an educational experience – an “interactivity”. Students may still receive a great deal of feedback from your interactivity in the form of words or pictures. You may run the quiz as a pre-amble activity in front of the class. In that way it can greatly enhance differentiation.

· Famous Quotes about Hot Potatoes:

“Using Hot Potatoes, teachers may share quizzes, and build up banks of quizzes and entertaining activities for courses that everyone teaches. The economy of using web-based activities cannot be overstated.” – quote from Alan Payne – ridiculously keen teacher.

“I hope this doesn’t mean we need another computer lab.” – Gary Crocker, Principal.

“Can you make pictures with it ?” –  Someone in the Art Department. (Answer:  you may have pictures in your quizzes.)

“I don’t know if I can remember that many steps. Do it again ! ” – Someone in all departments.
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