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Using the Ontario Educational Resource Bank


A. Getting There

The Ontario Educational Resource Bank is found at http://resources.elearningontario.ca/
Acquire the username and password from your school’s administration.
B. How to Search

Once logged into the site you will see these choices:
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The Search 2.0 option is best because you can filter by course AND by unit number – which will lead to quicker results.

See the next page for the best choices:
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In the above diagram, I have chosen my course AND my desired Unit number. Note how I have changed the right most drop down list to “Title”.

I may not KNOW what Unit 1 is on this site, but at least I will be able to focus upon ONLY Unit 1, then may check out Unit 2, Unit 3, etc… with future searches.

From the matches that result, I know that there are MANY which are COMPONENTS of Unit 1, but I am looking for UNIT 1 in its ENTIRETY. It makes sense to download UNIT 1 in its ENTIRETY because it will extract into folders representing all the COMPONENTS. I did not need to download COMPONENTS separately.

Using the above method I downloaded all of these resources in about 10 minutes:

C. Saving Your Files
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Note that once I have FOUND a unit, such as Unit 2 – shown below

then I may download the unit by clicking “download” on the left side. It will initiate a screen such as 

[image: image3.png]Smehs
QO [T~ a2 bocumers » 00ny »

<[] [searen 2]

File name: 1022890 _MELSE_Unit 2_En

Sovss type: WinzipFie

( Browse Folders





Which presents a file name which can be improved upon. I should change the name before really saving:
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Now you can accumulate a very friendly list of files for future use, as I have done below:
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Now, you only need to extract these files in order to use them ! A person would likely extract them to the Q:\shared\ folder so that students could view the files with a web browser.

D. Extracting Files

To extract files from any one of the units above, I can double-click on the file, and it will come up with a wizard for extracting to the location of my choice.

Windows XP has an extraction wizard of its own. Your home computer may not have this feature – but just download winzip from http://www.winzip.com and you will be able to extract the files.

E. Using the Extracted Files

Have students navigate to your folder to view your files. You will want to have printed out the documents which come with the lessons, and possibly modify the document before printing.

There are samples in Q:\shared\MEL3E for you to see.

F. Comments on Quality

Teachers are understandably concerned with the quality of the materials used in class. 

The materials from the Ontario Educational Resource Bank have been vetted and screened by the Ministry of Education. Further, the materials have all been made to have the same “look and feel” – where each lesson has

a. An Overview

b. Expectations

c. Content

d. Activities (in the way of interactive screens)

e. Printable Documents

Thus, the teacher is guaranteed a high degree of alignment with the Expectations of the course, and a high degree of professionalism with the presentation of the materials.

It has been our pleasant experience that the materials WORK well with students.

G. Uploading these Materials

You may upload these materials to Q:\shared\ . However, it is not recommended that you upload to another web server because of copyright concerns.

