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Welcome To T.A. Blakelock!

It is a great place to be- you will make new friends and you will receive a first class education!
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T.A.B. GRADE 8 TRANSITION PROGRAM

The following is an outline of the special events and activities organized for the Grade 8 students attending T. A. Blakelock in September.

September

· T.A. Blakelock Transition Team meet with Grade 8 teachers for feedback on the transition program

November

· Round –table dialogue between grade 8 teachers and T.A.B. core subject teachers to discuss the key learning areas and pathways

December

· A letter will be sent to parents informing them of specific dates and times of future activities.

· Guidance Counsellors will visit grade 8 classes to discuss program, answer questions and distribute option sheets

· Students will receive a T.A.B. Newsletter to introduce them to the school and to their Grade 9 year.

January

· Grade 8 Parents’ Night

· Completed option sheets are to be submitted to Grade 8 teachers

· T.A.B. Guidance Counsellors to assist grade 8 students with the on-line course selection process

-grade 8 students will take home the ‘Verification’ sheet

April

· ‘Are you ready for high school?’ – Grade 8 to Grade 9 transition for nominated students

· T.A.B. Guidance Counsellors, Special Education Program Leader, and Student Success Teacher will meet with the elementary school Resource and Administration Teams.

May

· Possible Grade 8 student visit to T.A. Blakelock
June

· Mailing to grade 8 parents (Parent Newsletter, Attendance Reporting Process)
August

· Grade 9 Pre-registration Day – Students will:
-complete Health and Medical forms, 
-pick up their timetable

-select a locker

-purchase a year book

September

· Grade 9 Orientation Program  delivered by the dedicated Tiger Crew
· Grade 9 Parents’ Night
-opportunity for parents to follow their son/daughter’s timetable

-meet the teachers

-hear information about the course of study

We sincerely hope these special events and activities will help to inform parents and students about the terrific transition program at Thomas A. Blakelock High School.  At T.A.B., we get to know our students very quickly in order to support them and encourage their successful achievement.

School Services and Resources

Guidance and Career Education

The Guidance and Career Education program will help you relate what your learn in school to the community, understand and value education, recognize the learning opportunities available to you, make choices from among those opportunities, and adapt to changing circumstances.  It will help you make transitions throughout your life from family to school, school to school, school to work, school to community and from school to lifelong learning.

Goals
The goals of the Guidance and Career Education program are that students:

· Understand the concepts related to lifelong learning, interpersonal relationships, and career planning;

· Develop learning skills, social skills, a sense of social responsibility, and their ability to formulate and pursue educational and career goals;

· Apply this learning to their lives and work in the school and the community.
Guidance Counsellor

Our guidance counsellors assist students with educational planning and career counselling.  When the need arises, they also provide assistance to students with emotional issues.  Guidance counsellors are often the front line for students and parents when they wish to get information and sometimes a referral for other school support services or outside agencies.

School Social Worker

The school social worker/attendance counsellor’s role is to promote student success at school.  The focus is to address the social, behavioural and emotional factors that impede a student’s performance by working with the school, home and student towards a resolution of the difficulties blocking success.

The social worker often monitors student attendance and works with the student and family by offering support, strategies, and alternative options.

Special Education
Special Education Advisory Committee

Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) members are representatives of local associations appointed by the Board, and, as such, attend monthly participatory meetings.  They act in an advisory capacity to the Halton District School Board on issues and policy that affect Special Education.

They act as a liaison to their local associations.  Therefore, issues, concerns and recommendations of a local association can be brought to a SEAC meeting.  Similarly, those changes in policy or procedure initiated by the Board or Ministry are shared with SEAC members.  Each SEAC member in turn shares this information with his or her local association.  (For more information on SEAC please call 905-335-3663, ext. 3350)

Special Education Placement

Through the Identification Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) process a student may be identified as exceptional and have one of the following placements.

A. Resource Support Placement:

Resource Support – a regular class with consultative support.  The student is placed in a regular class for the entire day, and the teacher receives specialized consultative services.

Resource Support – a regular class with resource assistance.  The student is placed in the regular class for most of the day and receives specialized instruction, individually or in a small group, from a qualified special education teacher.

Resource Support – a regular class with withdrawal assistance.  The student is placed in a regular class and receives instruction outside of the classroom, for less than 50% of the instructional time, from a qualified special education teacher.

Special Education Plan

Halton District School Board Special Education Plan outlines the School Board’s framework for the delivery of special education programs and services in Halton.  This plan has been written in compliance with the Ministry Standards for School Boards’ Special Education Plans, and is available on the Board’s website HTUwww.hdsb.caUTH.

Special Education Procedures

Working Together Special Education Procedures A Guide for Parents Guardians and Students provides helpful information about special education procedures in accordance with Ministry Regulation 181/98.  For a copy of this document please contact the Special Education Department at your child’s school.

Special Education Services

The Special Education Department provides a variety of programs to assist students identified as exceptional by an IPRC and students who have needs beyond those that can be met by regular classroom instruction.  

A Learning Strategies course, offered to students in grade nine, is available through referrals by the Blakelock School Resource Team and/or feeder school administration.

This course focuses on the development of a personal learning profile, problem solving skills, study skills, and time management skills.  Our goal is to create a nurturing environment in which students discover how to set goals for their learning and to advocate for their specific learning needs.

The Learning Resource Centre is open all periods of the day to all Blakelock students.  It provides a quiet study/work area with access to networked school computers, and assistance with assignments and homework.
Student Success

The Student Success Program’s aim is to increase the success rate of students in all secondary schools in Ontario by building flexibility of program, creating programs based on student strengths and interests, and emphasizing the transition from elementary to secondary school and secondary to post-secondary.  These initiatives may include:  Credit Recovery, Missing Assignment Recovery Support (MARS), Teacher Mentor Program, Peer Tutoring, and E-learning.  “Pathways” is focusing on meaningful transition programs to post-secondary destinations of choice.  Such programs include: Cooperative Education, and Specialist High Skills Major.  For more information please contact Student Services or the Student Success Teacher.

The Library

The Library contains a variety of research resources: magazines, books, encyclopedias, paperbacks, as well as access to computers, Internet, on-line and CD-ROM information.  The Library is open during each period and provides a place to work and expand one’s knowledge.

School Policies and Procedures

Equal Educational Opportunities

· Every individual, regardless of colour, race, religion, age, or sex has the right to be treated with respect and has the right to an equal educational opportunity.

The Semester System

· The first semester extends from September to the end of January.  

· The second semester begins in February and is completed at school closing in June.  

· Most students take four credits per semester and promotion is by individual credit.  

· Students in grades nine, ten and eleven are required to study four courses each semester.

Attendance

· Attendance in all classes is compulsory.  Continued absence from class will cause students to fall behind in course work and will lead to failure or withdrawal from the course.  

· Students who are truant will receive a range of consequences from detentions to interviews with Vice-Principals to interventions by a Board Attendance Counsellor.  

· Parents must phone the school attendance line 905-827-1158 ext. 400 when a student is absent or late and send a note when the student returns to school.  

*To check your child’s attendance, please go to http://www.hdsb.ca/sis/ and enter his/her 9 digit (O.E.N.) Ontario Education Number and birth date.
Communication

· Blakelock’s staff communicates with parents through regular reports at mid-term and end of semester.  

· All Grade 9 students will receive a progress report at the fifth week of school.  

· All Grade 9s with a mark less than 60 will receive an “In Danger” report before the final exam period. 

· Teachers may call a parent to discuss concerns.  This is why we ask that parents keep home and work phone numbers on file and up-to-date at the school.  

· Parents' Nights are held after reports are distributed. Parents can meet individually with teachers at that time.  Interviews can also be arranged any time if staff or parents have concerns about students.  

· Newsletters are sent out with reports.   The local newspaper also reports regularly on events at T.A.B. 

· The School Council meets seven times a year in the evening.  All community members are invited to attend to discuss educational issues and to provide mutual support.

· Our website has up to date information on school activities, dates and learning. (http://tab.hdsb.ca)

Ontario School Record (OSR)

· Every Ontario school keeps an official school record for each student.

· With the assistance of a teacher or principal, parents/guardians and students may examine the contents of the O.S.R.

The Grade 9 Report Card

· The Report Card is the same across the province of Ontario.

· Percentage grades are based on the four achievement levels.  The median is reported for each course.

· Attendance and learning skills are reported separately for each course.

· There is a space for each course to record anecdotal comments and special indicators such as ESL (English as a Second Language), ELD (English Literacy Development).

· A summary of credits earned is included and a response form with student self-assessment and parents/guardians comments is attached.

Ontario Student Transcript

· The student's official record of credits earned is kept in the O.S.R.

· In Grades 9 and 10, only successfully completed courses are recorded on the student transcript.

· For Grades 11 and 12 courses, all attempts and the marks received at the time of withdrawal are recorded on the transcript.  If a student withdraws from a Grade 11 or 12 course, this will be recorded on the transcript unless the student withdraws before the fifth day following the issuance of the mid-term report.  Failing grades in 11 and 12 courses are reported on the transcript as part of full disclosure.

· The passing of the Grade 10 Literacy Test and the completion of the 40 hours of Community Involvement are also recorded on the student transcript.

Take Your Kids To Work Day

· Each November, Grade 9 students from across Canada participate in the “Take Your Kids to Work” program.  

· All students will arrange with parents or a family friend to attend a workplace on that day instead of attending class.  

· The purpose is to give students a glimpse of what the working world is like and to begin them thinking about what careers they might be interested in eventually pursuing.  

· Start thinking now about what workplace might interest you! 

Extra-Curricular Activities

"Get involved and be part of the Tiger Tradition"

Sports

Sports teams that may be offered at the Junior Varsity level for Grade 9 and 10 students are listed below.

	Fall
	Winter
	Spring

	· Boys Football
	· Boys Basketball
	· Boys Soccer 

	· Boys Volleyball
	· Boys Hockey
	· Boys Rugby

	· Girls Basketball
	· Girls Volleyball
	· Boys Baseball

	· Girls Field Hockey
	· Girls Hockey
	· Girls Soccer

	-     Cross Country
	· Curling
	· Girls Rugby

	· Golf
	· Swimming
	· Girls Softball

	
	
	· Track & Field

	
	
	· Tennis

	
	
	· Badminton


Clubs

Clubs welcoming junior grade level participation are listed below.



	· Art Club
	· Drama Club
	· Science Contests

	· Christian Fellowship Club (COUCH)
	· Eco School Team
	· Santa Claus Parade

	· Cheerleading
	· Grade 9 Band
	· School Reach Team

	· Choir
	· Jazz Band
	· Ski and Snowboard Club

	· Concert Band

· Improv
	· Math Contests

· Fall Production/Sears

       Festival
	

	
	
	


Councils

Student Council

Student Council’s objective is to build school pride, while engaging the students in various student-organized events meant to promote leadership and organizational skills.  Through interaction with the students, Student Council hopes to become a representative of the students’ problems and concerns within the school community.  Typical Student Council events include dances, theme days and fundraisers.

Athletic Council

Athletic Council’s objective is to promote athletics within the school through student involvement in physical activity and positive school spirit.  Typical Athletic Council events include monthly intramurals, tournaments and carnivals.

Arts

The Arts Council is an organization at Blakelock that promotes student participation and achievement in the arts.  

Four main groups are represented: visual arts, music, drama, and video production/literature.  Each of the groups has two representatives that sit on the council executive.  Showcase evenings are organized, twice per year, to highlight students’ artistic activities.  Performances and demonstrations are given throughout the school, and students and their parents are invited to come and share in all of the great works of art being created and performed.  

Wellness Council

The Wellness Council promotes student health and well-being.  Each year the group chooses a main health related focus (eg. stress management for teens, teen injury prevention, eating disorders, quit-smoking initiatives).

World Council

World Council stands to advance diversity, equal opportunity, and positive race and community relations; both within the school and the surrounding community.  Typical World Council events include charity drives, guest speakers and multi-cultural night.

Eco-Schools

TAB’s Eco-Schools group works to promote environmental awareness throughout the school.  Eco-Schools is charged with maintaining our Gold Certification as an environmental leader, and with running events like Earth Week.

Diploma Requirements

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) = 30 Credits + Community Involvement + Literacy Requirement

· 4 English (1 credit per grade)

· 3 Math (at least one credit in Grade 11 or 12)

· 2 Science

· 1 French

· 1 Canadian History

· 1 Canadian Geography

· 1 Arts 

· 1 Health and Physical Education

· 0.5 credit in Civics

· .05 credit in Career Studies

· Group 1 – one additional credit in English, or French as a Second Language, or a Native Language, or a Classical or International Language, or Social Science and the Humanities, or Canadian and World Studies, or Guidance and Career Education or Cooperative Education
· Group 2 – one additional credit in Health and Physical Education, or the Arts, or French as a Second Language, or Business Studies, or Cooperative Education
· Group 3 – one additional credit in Science (Grade 11-12), or Technological Education, or French as a Second Language, or Computer Studies, or Cooperative Education
· 12 Elective/Optional Credits

40 Hours “Community Involvement”

· A student requires a minimum of forty hours of community involvement to develop awareness of community responsibility.  

· Students may begin their hours at the end of grade 8 

· It is the responsibility of the student to report the completed hours to the school

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Requirement

· Students will meet the literacy graduation requirement by successfully completing the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test in grade 10 or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course.

The French Immersion Program

· Students in the Grade 9 French Immersion program will take 4 courses in French including:  French, Geography, Science and either Math or Exploring Technologies, plus four other courses presented in English language.

· Students must successfully complete all required immersion credits (10) to receive their French Immersion certificate.

21 compulsory credits:

· 4 English (1 credit per grade)

· 4 French

· 3 Mathematics (at least 1 credit in Grade 11, 12)

· 2 Science

· 1 Canadian History

· Health and Physical Education

· 0.5 credit Civics and 0.5 credits in Career Studies

· 1 Canadian Geography

· 1 Arts
· 1 additional credit in English,/Français, or an International Language, Native Language or Social Sciences and Humanities, or Canadian and World Studies, or Co-operative Education or Guidance & Career Education

· 1 additional credit in Health and Physical Education, UorU the Arts (Music, Art, Drama, Dance), UorU Business/Entrepreneurial Studies, UorU Co-operative Education

· 1 additional credit in Science (Grade 11/12), UorU Technological Education (Grade 9-12), UorU Co-operative Education or Computer Studies
AND

· 9 elective credits selected from available courses

· Students must complete 40 hours Community Involvement 

· Students must fulfil the Ontario Secondary School Literacy requirement.

· All courses build on the Grade 8 Curriculum, have rigorous standards, and prepare students for studies in the senior grades.

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition

What is Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)?
· Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition is a formal evaluation and accreditation process. 
· Students may obtain credits towards the secondary school diploma (OSSD) for knowledge and skills that they have acquired outside of secondary school.
· This prior learning is assessed and evaluated to determine whether the student has met the provincial course expectations. 
· The student may "challenge" a specific course for credit or may obtain credits through the "equivalency" process if they have credentials from schools outside Ontario.
· Secondary school students who are enrolled in a regular day school program in an Ontario secondary school may challenge a course for credit. 
· Please visit http://www.hdsb.ca/ for more details 

Course Planning Overview

	No. 
	UYear 1-Grade 9U
	UYear 2-Grade 10U
	UYear 3-Grade 11U
	UYear 4-Grade 12U

	1.
	English
	English
	English
	English

	2.
	Math
	Math
	Math
	

	3. 
	Science
	Science
	
	

	4. 
	Canadian Geography
	Canadian History
	
	

	5.
	French
	Civics; 

Career Studies
	
	

	6.
	Physical Education
	3 Electives*
	 6 Electives*
	6 or 7 Electives*

	7.
	Arts
	
	
	

	8.
	Business/

Technology
	
	
	

	
	Volunteer Hrs (40)
	
	
	

	
	
	Literacy Requirement
	
	


*Electives must satisfy Groups one, two, three compulsory requirements

UCheck these off as you earn each credit or complete each requirementU:  

Compulsory Credits – 18

	English – 4 credits (1 per grade)
	Civics -.5 credit                                                      

	
	

	Mathematics – 3 credits                             

(at least 1 in Gr. 11 or 12)   
	Career Studies - .5 credit                                      

	
	UPlus: these additional credits:U

	Science – 2 credits                                                                
	

	French as a second language – 1 credit 

Canadian History – 1 credit                                      
	UGroup ONE CompulsoryU:  

1 credit in English, or French as a Second

 Language or Classical  or an International

Language, Native Language or Social Sciences and the Humanities or Canadian and World Studies, or Cooperative Education or Guidance & Career Education

	
	

	Canadian Geography – 1 credit
	UGroup TWO Compulsory:U 

	
	1 credit in Health and Physical Education or

	The Arts (music, visual arts, media arts, drama,

 dance) – 1 credit
	Business Studies or the Arts, or Cooperative Education or French

	Health and Physical Education – 1 credit                                      
	U

Group THREE CompulsoryU

1 credit in Science (Gr. 11 or 12) or

	Optional Credits – 12



	Technological Education (Gr. 9-12), or French as a Second Language or Computer Studies or Cooperative Education

	
Literacy Requirement
	
Volunteer Hours - 40


Types of Courses for Grades 9 and 10
Academic Courses 

· These courses focus on the essential concepts of a subject and explore related material as well.  

· Although knowledge and skills will be developed through both theory and practical applications, the emphasis will be on theory and abstract thinking as a basis for future learning and problem solving.

· Academic courses are offered in English, French, Geography, History, Mathematics, and Science
Applied Courses 

· These courses focus on the essential concepts of a subject.  

· Knowledge and skills will be developed through both theory and practical applications, but the focus will be on practical applications.  Familiar, real-life situations will be used to illustrate ideas, and there will be more opportunities to experience hands-on applications of the concepts studied.

· Applied courses are offered in English, French, Geography, History, Mathematics, and Science.

· Students will be allowed to change streams when moving from grade 9 to 10, if they complete the transition requirements.

Open Courses 

· These courses have one set of expectations for that subject and are appropriate for all students.  

· These courses are designed to provide students with a broad educational base that will prepare them for their studies in grades 11 and 12 and help prepare them for their role in society.

Transfer Courses 

· These courses are designed to “bridge the gap” between the courses in two streams.  

· Students wishing to transfer from Grade 9 Applied Mathematics (MFM1P1) to Grade 10 Academic Mathematics (MPM2D1) must complete a transfer course – summer upgrade course (no credit value) 

· There will be a transfer course offered in Summer School.  It will run if enough students register for it.

· Essential level courses for students with modified programs are offered at the other home school:  

      White Oaks Secondary School.

Type of Courses for Grades 11 & 12

College Courses

· These courses include the knowledge and skills appropriate to meet the entrance requirements for college programs.

Open Courses 

· These courses are appropriate and valuable for all students and are not destination based.

Transfer Courses

· These courses are designed to “bridge the gap” between the courses in two streams.  

· These are credit based and will qualify as optional credits toward diploma requirements.

University/College Courses

· These courses include the knowledge and skills to meet both university and college requirements.

University Courses

· These courses include the knowledge and skills to meet the entrance requirements for university programs.  

Workplace Courses

· These courses include the knowledge and skills appropriate for preparation for direct entry to the workplace, and for training and apprenticeship programs.

Course Coding System


 
Grade
     Program

 SNC 2P1

Subject              
Type

The first three (1–3) characters designate the Subject 

i.e. “SNC” is Science.

The fourth (4) character is the Grade/Level 

1 = Grade 9 
or
A = Level 1 (Languages, ESL)


2 = Grade 10 
or
B = Level 2 (Languages, ESL)


3 = Grade 11 
or
C = Level 3 (Languages, ESL)


4 = Grade 12 
or
D = Level 4 (Languages, ESL)

The fifth (5) character is the Type of course taken:


D = Academic 
C = College


O = Open
E = Workplace 


P = Applied 
M = University/College



U = University

The sixth (6) character indicates a specific Program:


1 = English Instruction
7 = Single Credit Co-op


3 = After School / All Year
8 = Two Credit Co-op


4 = French Immersion 
R = Credit Recovery

Specialist High Skills Major

What is the Specialist High Skills Major? 

The SHSM enables students to customize their high school experience to suit their interests and talents, and prepares them for a successful post secondary transition to apprenticeship training, college, university, or employment, while meeting the requirements of the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD).

Arts & Culture SHSM

Creative Arts and Technology (CAT)

Are you always humming? Do your draw on every placement you see? Are you always on stage ready for your next line? Do you see yourself exploring an exciting career in an Arts related field?  The Faculty of Arts at T.A. Blakelock is excited to offer our students an opportunity to Major in an Art while they are studying here at TAB. Combing leading edge technology with real world expertise, our students graduate with provincially recognized Artistic skills indicated with a personalized diploma. For more information contact the Guidance Office at TAB.

“The Play is the Thing!” So come play with us in the Arts at TAB.

If you are interested, below is a list of courses you should consider in Grade 9 and 10 which will qualify you to audition for the Creative Arts and Technology Arts Speciality High Skills Major in Grade 11 at TAB:

	Discipline
	Course
	Description

	Drama
	ADA 101
	Grade 9 Drama

	Drama
	ADA 201
	Grade 10 Drama

	Music
	AMU 101
	Grade 9 Music

	Music
	AMU 103
	Grade 9 9th Credit Repertoire Music  ***

	Music
	AMU 201
	Grade 10 Music

	Visual Art
	AVI 101
	Grade 9 Visual Art

	Visual Art
	AVI 201
	Grade 10 Visual Art


*** AMU103 is recommended to all students who are interested in more than one artistic discipline.  Open to grade 9 students only, this course allows students to combine their interest in music and another art, i.e. ADA 101 or AVI 101. For more information please contact TAB’s Guidance Department.

The Arts and Culture CAT SHSM at TAB Required Courses: Grade 11-12
4 Arts, 1 Communication Tech., 1 Business, 1 English, 2 Co-Op

Energy SHSM

The Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) in Energy offers students the opportunity to explore the energy sector and to gain knowledge and skills that will allow them to participate in an economy in which energy is a significant factor. Core industries in this sector include:

· renewable and alternative energy such as wind, solar and biomass

· power generation and distribution 

· energy efficiency 

TIJ1O1 (Exploring Technologies) is recommended for Grade 9 

One or more of TCJ2O1 (Construction), TDJ2O1 (Tech Design), TMJ2O1 (Manufacturing) and TTJ2O1 (Transportation) are recommended options for Grade 10

Information & Communication Technology SHSM

The latest statistics published by the Ontario College of Teachers indicates a shortage of skilled Information technology personnel totaling  90, 000. The information and technology SHSM allows students to focus on computer engineering (Cisco networks, Robotics), Communication Technology (Sound & Video production, graphics ) and computer programming (Visual Basic, Java ). The following course selections are recommended:

TIJ1O1 (Exploring Technologies) is recommended for Grade 9

One or more of TGJ2O1 (Communication Technology), TEJ2O1 (Computer Engineering) ICS2O1

(Computer Programming) are recommended options for grade 10

Grade 9 Courses

English

Grade 9, English (Academic)
ENG 1D1

This course emphasizes the analytical reading, writing, oral communication, and thinking skills that students need for success in secondary school academic programs and their daily lives.  Students will study and interpret texts from contemporary and historical periods, including a novel, Shakespeare, short stories, poems, and short essays. Non-fiction is also included.  Students will also investigate and create media works.  An important focus will be the correct and effective use of spoken and written language.  Persuasive writing techniques will be studied and used to create a formal essay.

Grade 9, English (Applied)
ENG 1P1

This course emphasizes key reading, writing, oral communication, and thinking skills that students need for success in secondary school and their daily lives.  The course is designed as preparation for college and workplace courses in higher grades.  Students will study a novel, plays, short stories, and newspaper and magazine articles, and will investigate and create media works.  An important focus will be the correct use of spoken and written language.  Topics of personal interest to the students will be covered.

English As A Second Language

ESL – Level 1 (Open) 
ESL AO1
This course builds on students’ previous education and language knowledge to introduce the English language and help students adjust to their new cultural environment. Students will develop the ability to use oral and written English for daily needs, acquire basic conversation skills and vocabulary, and use simple sentence patterns. Students will also acquire basic orientation information related to their needs as newcomers to Canada.
ESL – Level 2 (Open)
ESL BO1

This course expands students’ essential English communication skills and cultural knowledge and introduces the language of classroom studies. Students will develop oral classroom skills and reading strategies, expand their vocabulary, and use more complex sentence patterns. Students will also learn how to use some school and community resources.

Introduction to Information Technology in Business (Open)
BTT 1OE

This course introduces ESL students to the use of information technology in a business environment.  Students will learn how to use information technology in a work environment, perform electronic research, communicate electronically, and use common business software.  They will also explore possible future occupations in information technology.  This course is modified and adapted to meet the needs of ESL students.

Grade 9, Geography of Canada, adapted for ESL (Applied)
CGC 1PE

This course combines expectations from the Geography of Canada, Grade 9 Applied (CGC1P) with expectations from English in Daily Life, ESL Level 2 (ESLBO), and Literacy in Daily Life, ELD Level 3 (ELDCO) to meet the needs of students who have recently arrived from other countries with limited knowledge of English and/or limited education experience.  The emphasis on essential skills and the Canadian Geography content will help newcomers to adapt to their new environment, enhance their acquisition of English and acquire knowledge of Canada.

French

Grade 9, Core French (Academic)
FSF 1D1

This course emphasizes the further development of oral communication, reading, and writing skills.  Students will build on and apply their knowledge of French while exploring a variety of themes, such as relationships, trends, and careers.  Thematic readings, which include a selection of short stories, articles, and poems, will serve as stepping-stones to oral and written activities.

Grade 9, Core French (Applied)
FSF 1P1

This course emphasizes the further development of oral communication skills, using the theme of media; the development of oral communication skills will be integrated with the development of reading and writing skills.  Students will expand their ability to understand and speak French through conversations, discussions, and presentations.  They will also read media-related short stories, articles, poems, and songs and write brief descriptions, letters, dialogues, and invitations.

Grade 9,  Français, (académique)
FIF 1D1

Dans ce cours, l’élève développe ses compétences langagières par la lecture de divers textes, ce qui lui permet d’approfondir ses connaissances des textes narratifs et descriptifs et d’explorer les textes explicatifs.  L’élève acquiert une plus grande aisance en communication orale en faisant diverses présentations.  En littérature,  l’élève a l’occasion de se familiariser avec divers textes poétiques et étudie des textes littéraires divers, ce qui lui permet d’identifier des points de repère culturels importants.  

Geography

Grade 9, Geography of Canada (Academic)
CGC 1D1

This course explores Canada’s distinct and changing character and the geographic systems and relationships that shape it.  Students will investigate the interactions of natural and human systems within Canada, as well as Canada’s economic, cultural, and environmental connections to other countries.  Students will use a variety of geotechnologies, inquiry, and communications methods to analyse and evaluate geographic issues and present their findings.

Grade 9, Principes de géographie du Canada (académique)
CGC 1D4

Ce cours présente des éléments de géographie physique, humaine et économique, et souligne la diversité et le caractère distinct du Canada.  L’étude porte notamment sur les interactions entre l’être humain et son environnement en fonction des écozones des diverses régions canadiennes.  L’élève effectue aussi des recherches poussées pour mieux comprendre les caractéristiques du relief, de la faune et de la flore du Canada ainsi que la place de son pays dans le monde.

Grade 9, Geography of Canada (Applied)
CGC 1P1

This course focuses on geographic issues that affect Canadians today.  Students will draw on personal and everyday experiences as they learn about Canada’s distinct and changing character and the natural and human systems and global influences that shape the country.  Students will use a variety of geotechnologies, and inquiry and communication methods to examine practical geographic questions and communicate their findings.

Health And Physical Education

Grade 9, Healthy Active Living Education (Open)
(Female) PPL 10F


(Male) PPL 10M

This course emphasizes students' daily participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activities that promote lifelong healthy active living.  Students will learn movement techniques and principles, ways to improve personal fitness and physical competence, and safety/injury prevention strategies.  They will investigate issues related to healthy sexuality and the use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs and will participate in activities designed to develop goal-setting, communication, and social skills.

Learning Resources

Grade 9, Learning Strategies 1: Skills for Success in Secondary School (Open)
GLS101/GLE101
This course explores learning strategies and helps students become more independent learners while increasing their personal management skills, both in school and in other contexts. Students will learn how to develop and apply a range of strategies to improve their learning and achievement, particularly their literacy, communication, and planning skills.  This course will provide the tools necessary for student success.

Prerequisite:
For GLS101 – Recommendation from Administration and/or feeder school



For GLE101 – Recommendation from Administration and/or feeder school

Mathematics

Course Pathways











Grade 9, Principles of Mathematics (Academic)
MPM 1D1

This course enables students to develop an understanding of mathematical concepts related to algebra, analytic geometry, and measurement and geometry through investigation, the effective use of technology, and abstract reasoning.  Students will investigate relationships, which they will then generalize as equations of lines, and will determine the connections between different representations of a relationship.  They will also explore relationships that emerge from the measurement of three-dimensional objects and two-dimensional shapes.  Students will reason mathematically and communicate their thinking as they solve multi-step problems.  Learning through abstract reasoning is an important aspect of this course.

Successful completion of this course prepares students for Principles of Mathematics, Grade 10, Academic (MPM2D) or Foundations of Mathematics, Grade 10, Applied (MFM2P).

Grade 9, Principes de Mathématiques (académique)
MPM 1D4

Ce cours porte sur la généralisation de notions de mathématiques par le biais d’expériences, d’applications et du développement de structures formelles et abstraites.  Au moyen de la technologie, l’élève modélise des relations, analyse la variation de l’aire et du volume, consolide sa connaissance et sa compréhension des propriétés géométriques des figures planes et étudie la géométrie analytique de la droite.  Il ou elle fait appel à ses notions abstraites pour enrichir sa compréhension des mathématiques et développer son raisonnement.

Ce cours prépare les étudiants pour le cours Principes de Mathématiques, 10PièmeP Année, Académique (MPM 2D4)

Grade 9, Foundations of Mathematics (Applied)
MFM 1P1

This course enables students to develop understanding of mathematical concepts related to introductory algebra, proportional reasoning, and measurement and geometry through investigation, the effective use of technology, and hands-on activities.  Students will investigate real-life examples to develop various representations of linear relationships, and will determine the connections between the representations.  They will also explore certain relationships that emerge from the measurement of three-dimensional objects and two-dimensional shapes.  Students will consolidate their mathematical skills as they solve problems and communicate their thinking. 

Successful completion of this course prepares students for Foundations of Mathematics, Grade 10 Applied (MFM2P).

Science

Grade 9, Science (Academic)
SNC 1D1

This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to relate science to technology, society, and the environment.  Throughout the course, students will develop their skills in the processes of scientific investigation.  Students will acquire an understanding of scientific theories and conduct investigations related to sustainable ecosystems; atomic and molecular structures and the properties of elements and compounds; the study of the universe and its properties and components; and the principles of electricity.
Grade 9,  Sciences (Académique)
SNC 1D4

Ce cours permettra aux élèves de bien comprendre et expliquer les phénomènes naturels liés aux quatre disciplines traditionnelles des sciences:  la chimie, la physique, la biologie, les sciences de la Terre et de l’espace.  Les élèves développeront leurs habiletés scientifiques en participant à des expériences reliées aux propriétés des éléments et composés; aux principes de l’électricité; à la durabilité des écosystèmes ; et à l’étude de l’univers et de ses composants.  
Grade 9, Science (Applied)
SNC 1P1

This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and physics, and to apply their knowledge of science to everyday situations.  They are also given opportunities to develop practical skills related to scientific investigation.  Students will plan and conduct investigations into practical problems and issues related to the impact of human activity on ecosystems; the structure and properties of elements and compounds; space exploration and the components of the universe; and static and current electricity. 

Optional Courses

Students will select 2 of:

1) 
Grade 9, Exploring Technologies (Open)                                   
TIJ 1O1
This course enables students to further explore and develop technological knowledge and skills introduced in the elementary science and technology program. Students will be given the opportunity to design and create products and/or provide services related to the various technological areas or industries, working with a variety of tools, equipment, and software commonly used in industry. Students will develop an awareness of environmental and societal issues, and will begin to explore secondary and postsecondary education and training pathways leading to careers in technology-related fields.

2)
Grade 9, Family Studies – Food and Nutrition (Open)
HFN 1O1

This course explores the factors that affect attitudes and decisions about food, and examines current issues of body image and food marketing.  Students will learn how to make wise food choices and to prepare foods, and will investigate our Canadian food heritage and food industries, as well as global food issues.  The course also introduces students to research skills related to food and nutrition.

3)
Initiation à la technologie, 9e année, cours ouvert
TIJ1O4

Ce cours de portée générale cible l’approfondissement des connaissances et le développement des habiletés de l’élève en technologie.  L’élève est sensibilisé au processus de design ou de resolution de problèmes en réalisant divers projets et en utilisant une variété de matières, de resources et d’équipement.  Ceci permet d’engager une réflexion sur la santé et la sécurité au travail et sur l’incidence des technologies sur l’économie, la société et l’environnement.  Ce cours est aussi pour l’élève l’occasion d’explorer les metiers et les possibililtés de carrière en technologie de meme que les exigencies de formation permettant de s’y engager.

4)
Grade 9, Visual Art (Open)
AVI 1O1
 
This course provides foundations for further study in the elements and principles of design.  It focuses on expressive qualities of various materials, processes, techniques and styles of art-making.  Students will develop the language and process of art criticism.  They will also study the characteristics of particular historical art periods and cultures.  Western art from prehistoric times to the Renaissance and Canadian art will be studied.

5)
Grade 9, Drama (Open)
ADA 1O1
This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic forms and techniques, using material from a wide range of sources and cultures.  Students will use the elements of drama to examine situations and issues that are relevant to their lives.  Students will create, perform, discuss and analyse drama, and then reflect on the experiences to develop an understanding of themselves, the art form, and the world around them.

6)
Instrumental Music (Open)
    AMU 101/AMU 1O3

This course emphasizes the performance of music that aims at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will participate in creative activities that teach them to listen with understanding.  They will also learn correct musical terminology and its appropriate use in written and performed music.


*AMU 103 will be run during the lunch period.

*Instrumental Music may be selected as part of the 8-credit program or as a 9PthP credit.  The 9PthP credit in music will be offered during the lunch period, during which students will receive 40 minutes of music instruction and a shortened lunch period each day for the entire year. (AMU1O3) 

THOMAS A. BLAKELOCK HIGH SCHOOL

GRADE 9 COURSE SELECTIONS   2012-2013

http://tab.hdsb.ca
Last Name:  ____________________ First Name:  ___________________Second Name:  ______________________

Home Phone #:  _________________ Date of Birth:  (yy/mm/dd) __________________ Male: ____ Female:  ____

School Currently Attending:  ________________________________________________________________________

Do you have plans on attending another high school next year?       Name of School:  __________________________________

· Students must select six (6) compulsory credit courses and two (2) elective credit courses

· Students may select a combination of Academic and Applied courses 

· Students may take a *9th credit course load only once in their high school career – lunch music AMU1O3

· Students and parents are to seriously consider the Grade 8 teacher recommendation prior to selection

COMPULSORY COURSES:  Circle the appropriate level of the six (6) course codes below.







APPLIED

ACADEMIC
Gr. 8 Teacher  Recommendation


1.
ENGLISH



ENG1P1


ENG1D1


____________


2.  
MATH




MFM1P1


MPM1D1

____________

3.  
SCIENCE



SNC1P1


SNC1D1
                
____________

4. 
GEOGRAPHY
     


CGC1P1


CGC1D1


____________


5.  
FRENCH




FSF1P1


FSF1D1


_____________

6.
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION - open level

PPL1OF (female)

PPL1OM (male)

ELECTIVE COURSES:  Circle two (2) of the following six course codes below.  AMU1O3 may be selected in addition.

1. VISUAL ARTS





AVI1O1

2. DRAMATIC ARTS




ADA1O1

3. INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC




AMU1O1

4. FAMILY STUDIES




HFN1O1

5. EXPLORING TECHNOLOGIES



TIJ1O1

** MUSIC – Half of lunch all year – 9th credit


AMU1O3
Please select an ALTERNATE elective course in the event of a conflict.  _____________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Please check if the Halton District School Board has formally identified your child through:
_____An IPRC 

This student has an IEP:     YES    or     NO  (circle one)







N.B. If your child is recommended for the Locally Developed Program, his/her home school will be White Oaks Secondary School.

        Please complete the White Oaks Secondary School registration package as soon as possible.

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _____________________________________________________ Date:  ___________________________________


Student Signature:  _____________________________________________
THOMAS A. BLAKELOCK HIGH SCHOOL

GRADE 9 FRENCH IMMERSION COURSE SELECTIONS   2012-2013

http://tab.hdsb.ca
Last Name:  _____________________
______________ First Name:  __________________________ Second Name:  ______________________

Home Phone #:  _______________________________ Date of Birth:  (yy/mm/dd) __________________ Male: ____          Female:  ____

School Currently Attending:  ________________________________________________________________________

Do you have plans on attending another high school next year?       Name of School:  __________________________________

· Students must select either PROGRAM 1 or PROGRAM 2
· The course code with last digit of ‘4’ indicates course is taught in French


· Students may take a *9th credit course load only once in their high school career – lunch music AMU1O3

· Students and parents are to seriously consider the Grade 8 teacher recommendation prior to selection

COMPULSORY COURSES:  Circle the requested program and the appropriate Health and Physical Education course code.






  PROGRAM 1

PROGRAM 2

Gr. 8 Teacher Recommendation


1.
ENGLISH


  ENG1D1

ENG1D1

2.  
MATHỀMATIQUES

  MPM1D4

MPM1D1   OR   MFM1P1

_____________

3. SCIENCES


  SNC1D4   

SNC1D4

4. 
GỀOGRAPHIE
     

  CGC1D4

CGC1D4

5. FRANÇAIS


  FIF1D1


FIF1D1

6.     INITIATION À LA TECHNOLOGIE
  TIJ1O1


TIJ1O4
         HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION - open level

PPL1OF (female)

PPL1OM (male)

ELECTIVE COURSES:  Circle one (1) of the following four (4) course codes below.  AMU1O3 may be selected in addition.

6. VISUAL ARTS





AVI1O1

7. DRAMATIC ARTS




ADA1O1

8. INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC




AMU1O1

9. FAMILY STUDIES




HFN1O1

** MUSIC – Half of lunch all year – 9th credit


AMU1O3
Please select an ALTERNATE elective course in the event of a conflict.  _____________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Please check if the Halton District School Board has formally identified your child through:
_____An IPRC 

This student has an IEP:  
YES   /    NO    (circle one)
Parent/Guardian Signature:  ____________________________________________________ Date:  ___________________________________


Student Signature:  _____________________________________________

THOMAS A. BLAKELOCK HIGH SCHOOL

GRADE 9 ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER COURSE SELECTIONS   2012-2013

http://tab.hdsb.ca
Last Name:  _____________________
______________ First Name:  __________________________ Second Name:  ______________________

Home Phone #:  _______________________________ Date of Birth:  (yy/mm/dd) __________________ Male: _____ Female:  ____

School Currently Attending:  ________________________________________________________________________

Do you have plans on attending another high school next year?       Name of School:  __________________________________

· Students must select five (5) compulsory credit courses and three (3) elective credit courses

· Students may select a combination of Academic and Applied courses 

· Students may take a *9th credit course load only once in their high school career – lunch music AMU1O3

· Students and parents are to seriously consider the Grade 8 teacher recommendation prior to selection

COMPULSORY COURSES:  Circle the appropriate level of the six (6) course codes below.

Gr. 8 Teacher Recommendation
1.
ENGLISH as a SECOND LANGUAGE
ESLAO1

ESLBO1



____________

2. 
GEOGRAPHY



CGC1PE


3.  
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDCUATION – open level
PPL1OF (female)
PPL1OM (male)

APPLIED

ACADEMIC
4.  
MATH




MFM1P1


MPM1D1

____________

5.  
SCIENCE



SNC1P1


SNC1D1
                
____________



ELECTIVE COURSES:  Circle three (3) of the following six (6) course codes below.  AMU1O3 may be selected in addition.

1.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 



BTT1OE

(For ELL students only)
2.
VISUAL ARTS





AVI1O1

3. DRAMATIC ARTS




ADA1O1

4. INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC




AMU1O1

5. FAMILY STUDIES




HFN1O1

6. EXPLORING TECHNOLOGIES



TIJ1O1

** MUSIC – Half of lunch all year – 9th credit


AMU1O3
Please select an ALTERNATE elective course in the event of a conflict.  _____________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Please check if the Halton District School Board has formally identified your child through:
_____An IPRC 

 This student has an IEP:     YES    or     NO  (circle one)







N.B. If your child is recommended for the Locally Developed Program, his/her home school will be White Oaks Secondary School.

        Please complete the White Oaks Secondary School registration package as soon as possible.

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _____________________________________________________ Date:  ___________________________________


Student Signature:  _____________________________________________________________
TRANSFER COURSE





MCR 3U1


11 University





MCF 3M1


11 University/College





MEL 4E1


12 Workplace





MCV 4U1


12 Calculus & Vectors








MCT 4C1


12 College Technology





MHF 4U1


12 Advanced Functions





MEL 3E1


11 Workplace





MBF 3C1


11 College





MPM 2D1/2D4


10 Academic





MFM 2P1


10 Applied





MDM 4U1


12 Data Management





MAP 4C1


12 College/Apprenticeship





MFM 1P1


9 Applied





MPM 1D1/1D4


9 Academic
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